A law of mutation: power decay of small insertions and small deletions associated with human diseases.
Indels in evolutionary studies are rapidly decayed obeying a power law. The present study analyzed the length distribution of small insertions and deletions associated with human diseases and confirmed that the decay pattern of these small mutations is similar to that of indels when the mutation datasets are large enough. The describable decay pattern of somatic mutations may have application in the evaluation of varied penetrance of different mutations and in association study of gene mutation with carcinogenesis.